School District 22 Program of Choice
Awaken Inquiry & Adventure Okanagan SD22[image: ]
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 2301 Fulton Road 
Vernon, BC VIH IYI 
Phone: 250.545.1348 Fax: 250.542.2028 
Dear Families, 

Thank you for your interest in the Awaken Inquiry & Adventure Okanagan program of choice within SD 22. We are excited to start this journey with you. Following the application process, new applicants will be invited for an interview with program staff and administration after their initial visit(s) to the Awaken program. 

Awaken provides experiential learning opportunities in place and on the land. We recognize the importance of reciprocity and making meaningful connections to the natural world. We work collaboratively with local Indigenous groups to authentically weave Indigenous ways of being and knowing into our program. Additionally, we collaborate with local businesses and mentors throughout the Okanagan, acknowledging that learning and understanding occur in many ways, not just within the classroom.

Awaken is a place for learners to find their interests, develop a growth mindset, foster meaningful relationships with the community and the land, and grow their capacity to take on their own learning through experiences and inquiry. Students are able to learn core courses (numeracy, literacy, etc.) through cross-curricular classes. Awaken uses the BC curriculum, and our program is deeply rooted in the core competencies. We want learners to leave our program being prepared to take on whatever life brings their way. 

At Awaken, learners are the drivers of their educational journey. They are to take ownership of their learning and advocate for their needs within the program. 

Learners who thrive at Awaken:
· Are self-starters, intrinsically motivated, able to work independently and collaboratively in groups, and able to manage their own learning
· Value community connections and can work collaboratively with community mentors
· Engage in place & nature-based learning opportunities that are experiential and authentic

By filling out this application, you are acknowledging the expectations of learners in our program and are agreeing to be an engaged member of Awaken, actively taking up the ecology of learning and growth inherent within the program. We thank you for your interest in Awaken and we look forward to meeting with you soon.

Sincerely, 

Mike Edgar				Caitlin McMahon			Rob Buchanan
Principal				Program Educator			Program Educator
Awaken Inquiry & Adventure Okanagan SD22
Application Procedure 


1. Book an initial visit with Awaken for the applicant to visit the program. Contact the program at aiao@sd22learns.ca to arrange a time for a visit. It may be beneficial for applicants to visit the program for more than one day. 

2. Complete the entrance package and transfer document which can be picked up at the Fulton Secondary front office or found online at aiao.ca. Please return to the office asap. Please include a separate letter of recommendation from the previous teacher/administrator. This letter must be in a sealed envelope with the teacher/administrator’s signature across the seal or be emailed directly to cfulton@sd22.bc.ca.

3. Partake in an interview with school administration and Awaken staff to discuss the program in more detail, learn more about the applicant, and provide an opportunity to ask/answer questions. Please contact Mike Edgar (medgar@sd22.bc.ca) to book this meeting. 

4. If the applicant is admitted into the Awaken Program, they will have up to a one semester (5 months) probationary period to determine if this program is the best fit for the learner and the program. If it is determined that Awaken is not the best fit for the learner, they may return to their catchment school. 

5. Participate in a final meeting with school administration and Awaken Program staff at the end of the probationary period to determine placement and discuss progress and/or concerns to date. 


Awaken Inquiry & Adventure Okanagan SD 22
Application Form


Please complete the following application questions. 
We encourage applicants to write their own responses in the student section. This allows us to get a sense of their writing ability as well as hear their voice in their application.
Please include a separate letter of recommendation from the previous teacher/administrator. This letter must be in a sealed envelope with the teacher/administrator’s signature across the seal or emailed directly to the Fulton office to cfulton@sd22.bc.ca.

	Applicant’s Name:
	


	Current School & Grade:

	

	Parent/Guardian Name(s):

	

	Parent/Guardian email address: 

	


	Parent/Guardian phone number:

	


	Home Address:


	


	Date visited Awaken:

	




Awaken Student/Applicant Section

	Do you currently have an IEP? Do you have a Ministry Designation? If so, please include the designation.
	

	If you have an IEP, what supports are currently in place to aid/assist your learning?

	



	For the Learner:
	

	Why do you wish to be a part of the Awaken Inquiry & Adventure Okanagan program?
	












	Tell us what aspect of our nature-based approach to learning interests or excites you.
	














	For the Learner:
	

	Tell us about an authentic learning experience you have had with a mentor/association in the Vernon Community











	

	As the driver of your learning at Awaken, are you able to be intrinsically driven to complete assignments? Tell us about a time you were intrinsically motivated to complete projects/assignments.











	



















	For the Learner:
	

	Tell us about a time you worked with/collaborated with peers and how you made that situation work for you and your group.








	

	To best engage in learning experiences, are you able to regulate phone and device use during the school day? What strategies do you use to regulate phone use?








	













Awaken Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Section
	For Parent(s)/
Guardian(s):
	

	After learning more about the Awaken program and looking at our website (aiao.ca), why do you think our program and way of learning would be a good fit for your child?



	

	Tell us about your child and how you have observed them learning and growing the best.









	










	Tell us about any educational challenges your child has faced and the strategies that have been helpful.







	











	For Parent(s)/
Guardian(s):
	

	Tell us about the nature-based learning or experience your child has previously engaged in.










	

	Will you be able to support your child by getting them to program activities regularly and on time (whether onsite or offsite)?




	



1
2
image1.png
TR

Inquiry & Adventure Okanagan




image2.png
--
::: S
> D22




